The Mound) the Castle and Churches

Butchers' Row along the road to the Castle (Queen's
Street). As for the great guild of weavers, there
was a wool market in Holywell Green. Part of the
ground since included in Magdalen College Grove was
known as Parry's Mead, and here twenty-three looms
were working at once, and barges came up to it on the
Cherwell.

Thus Oxford had attained to complete municipal
self-government. She stood now in the first rank of
municipalities. Her political importance is indicated
by the many great assemblies that were held there.
The great assembly under Cnut had closed the struggle
between Englishman and Dane; that under Stephen
ended the conquest of the Norman, whilst that under
Henry III. begins the regular progress of constitutional
liberty. In 1265, Simon de Montfort issued writs
from Woodstock summoning the famous parliament to
which towns sent members for the first time. Oxford
no doubt was among the number, but the sheriff's
returns are lost and it is not till 1295 tnat ^e naines
of two burgesses elected to represent her in the national
council are recorded. The University did not obtain
members until the first Parliament of James I. (1609),
although her advice had often been consulted by kings
and parliaments before.1 So far, then, we have
followed the growth of a town of increasing political
and commercial importance. We have now to trace
the growth within its borders of a new and rival body,
which was destined, after a century or more of faction
and disorder, to humble her municipal freedom to the
dust.

1 WyclifFe, we know, appeared before Parliament, and
there is a writ of Edward I. requiring the Chancellor to
send " quattuor vel quinque de discretioribus et ipn jure
scripto magis expertis Universitatis " to Parliament.